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Childhood abuse affects
1 in 5 females and 1 in 13
males world wide.

It's during adolescence that we
find the highest prevalence of
sexually assaulted girls, depending
on the study, this prevalence can
be as high as 50%. 

Context

A sample drawn from 185 adolescent girls 
(11 to 17 years old) in child protective services
who have been sexually abused with contact. 

Participants background

Childhood sexual abuse affects
both boys and girls. It has long term
and short term affects including
social problems, anxiety,
depression, maladaptive sexual
development and so much more.
There is yet a study that considers
heterogeneity amongst the affects
of CSA. The presented study aims to
enhance the understanding of
heterogeneity and profiles among
adolescent girls who have been
sexually abused. 

Abuse and stressful events were measured
using a rating scale and a self reported
questionnaire. A latent class analysis was
conducted using abuse and stress indicators
and multinomial logistic regression analyses
were used to compare classes on outcomes.  

Latent class analysis performed using  
latent Gold 4 to identify subgroups of
adolescents from abuse stress
indicators based on Spaccarelli's
model.  

Five graded classes were identified and
associated with distinct profiles 
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Class 1: 

Class 2  

Class with few sources of
stress did better than other
classes, but they still need
clinical attention as they may
have higher psychological
symptoms than non-victims. 

Class 4 and 5 

In class 2: services intended to
protect adolescents
(placement) and society
(police and court room)  were
sources of stress and even
possibly re-tramatization. 

Adolescents in class 3 who had
CSA as a stressor had elevated
sexual concerns (being
confused about your sexual
feelings) which may be
indicative of maladaptive
sexual development. 

Adolescents in class 4 who
were mostly assaulted by
multiple perpetrators and
who reported having the
highest number of violent
family events, had higher
PTSD symptoms than
adolescents in class 5 who
had multiple sources of
stress.

Class 3  

5%
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17%

26%

Feyikemi (Shakina) Blackstock Pearce is a 2nd year student studying Pre clinical
psychology at Bishops University. If you have any questions about the infographic
you can contact her via email: fblackstock22@ubishops.ca  

Results

Consequences

Recommendations

https://doi.org/10.1080/10538712.2022.2139315

